DIAGNOSIS
In addition to obtaining a complete medical history and performing a physical examination, including a detailed neurological examination, your doctor may order blood tests to look for signs of infection. Your doctor may order magnetic resonance imaging (MRI-the use of magnetic fields to obtain images of the body) or computed tomography (CT-the use of computerized x-rays to obtain images of the body) of your brain to look for inflammation or other causes for your symptoms. Your doctor may also perform a lumbar puncture (spinal tap) to obtain some of the fluid that surrounds the brain and spinal cord in order to analyze the spinal fluid for evidence of inflammation and for the presence of specific viruses.
TREATMENT
Hospitalization may be required to provide supportive care, including adequate fluids and intravenous medication for pain control. Antiviral medications (medications designed to destroy certain viruses) are given if the cause of encephalitis is determined and if an appropriate antiviral medication is available. If there are persistent neurological deficits your doctor may also refer you for physical and occupational therapies to help you manage these impairments. 
